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(b) Responsibility of the Drug Room: In hospitals not maintaining a
pharmacy under the supervision and direction of a registered
pharmacist, the drug room shall be restricted to the Director of
Nurses, her assistant, or a designated registered nurse, not more
than one of whom shall be in possession of the key to the drug
room at the same time. The drug room shall be locked in the absence
of the person in charge of the key. The nurse in charge of the drug
room shall be responsible for all transactions in the drug room on
her respective shift. Observance of (a) and (b) in no way relieves
the Administrator of his responsibilities.
18. PROCEDURE IN CASE OF WASTE, DESTRUCTION, CON-
TAMINATION, ETC.:
(a) Aliquot (un-used) Part of Narcotic Solutions Used for Dose: The
nurse shall use the proper number of tablets or ampules from
nursing unit stock. She shall record the number of tablets or ampules
used and the dose given in the proper columns of the Narcotic
Control Sheet. She shall expel into the sink that portion of the
narcotic solution not used, which shall be recorded and witnessed
on the back of the Control Sheet.
(b) Prepared Dose Refused or Cancelled by Physician: When a narcotic
dose has been prepared for a patient but not used due to refusal
by the patient or cancellation by the physician, the nurse shall
expel the solution into the sink and record on the back of the Con-
trol Sheet the reason why the narcotic was not used or administered.
The head nurse of the unit shall sign the statement and the Director
of Nurses or her assistant, countersign it.
(c) Accidental Destruction of Narcotics: When a narcotic solution,
tablet, ampule or substances is accidentally destroyed on a nursing
unit, the person responsible shall indicate the accidental loss by a
check in the spaces allowed for the record on the Control Sheet
or the narcotics. The person responsible shall write a complete
report of the accident on the back of the Control Sheet and sign
the statement. The head nurse of the unit shall also sign the
completed statement which shall be countersigned by the Director
of Nurses or her assistant.
(d) Contaminated or Broken Hypodermic Tablets and Contaminated
Narcotic Solutions: When a narcotic tablet is contaminated or
broken, or a narcotic solution is contaminated, the person responsi-
ble, or the head nurse shall place the tablets, particles, or solution
in a suitable container and label. The person responsible or the
head nurse shall indicate the contaminated narcotic by check in
the space or spaces allowed for the record on the Narcotic Control
Sheet of that narcotic. She shall write on the back of the Control
Sheet a complete record or report and sign the statement. The
Director of Nurses or her assistant shall countersign the statement.
The container with the contaminated or broken narcotic shall be
returned to the pharmacy or drug room. The pharmacist or person
in charge of the drug room will receive it and note on the Control


